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toES^ESfOin - A Mr. Mohr—1 

-- t|£ Neaseii 

President*© Image}/ r"®™ 8 

W Mr. Tamm. 

Untarnished in Midwe ste. Tr^teK 

Mr. W.C^OFff 

SK Times, Oct. Ifc 

y | Miss Gandy J 


Although President Eisenhower has been under severe 

and ever-inereasIng attack In Washington on the issues of foreign 

✓ 

policy and Presidential leadership* his image as a leader and * 

I peacemaker remains unshaken in the' Middle West# J 

Most lay voters continue to trust his judgement ira* j 
llcltly in matters ^ltfw and international. The Mg questioii 
in the coming election Is* can he use this image to turn the 


tide of the congressional battled?* 

: " \ 

The odds are against it for several reasons* 

' ( , \ 

1* History-~Despite landslide victories in 1952 and 
1956, he was unable /to make the, 1 voters believe the Republican 


party and Ike are one And the same* 
2* The Democratic Party I® 


2* The Democratic Party Image*-Although the voters 

j f / / . I* 

"like Ike", the Democrats still retain the image of the wisest 


Vf f I 

handlers of domestic policy* In a' congressional race this factor 

3 i I 

count© heavily /against! the Republicans* 

V, t ft 1 i 

3*;•'Unemployment—In areas of high unemployment there 

/ * | i I t ' 

exists, as -UsuAl, the angry "belly” vote which inevitably strike a 

/ * f* | ^ C3»59Fp^W-a» 

cut at the/idmlnjatrafion. | ' . AAv&A' 

/ * J * 1 M, ** N 

The people seem to want a "National Government", rather 

/, r / f't--— 

than singular devotion to one political party* They trust the 


President/ to keep the peace, the Democrats to keep them from 

, , / i, ~ 

golns/huS^Py. • /. ijS^icoSoEr** gV fc> 


4 / But the faet reraains 13 §i6!2ff lil.§ter how angry the people 

^iqroM | \ 

'are^wixM what they consider a^~4dt diffe n j m 'i t ' a diainistration, the 

'V ^ 

prestige 6f ltsj leader remain^intact* 










An Untarnished Ima&e 

—---— 

P residen t Widely Popular Ef Midwest, 
But Can He Swing Votes to G. O. P.? 


By JAMES HESTON 

■ special to The New York Time*. 

SALT LAKE CITY, Oct. 13—i / — g n the {. 
The contrast between the need to ider 
of Washington and the need- of cles®i#= 
the people outside the capital. ®“nomi 
is startling. At no time since; 

President . Eisenhower entered weeks c 

the White House has he been vinee tl 

under more severe attack in role, req 

Washington on the Issues of | 6 ress ? 
foreign policy and Presidential S 

leadership, but one Most 

hears .very little plains 

New*' criticism or even j C an, an 

■. , . discussions of 1954 0I 

Analyst* these issues in the won by 

■ ■ — area between the both th 

Appalachians and the Rockies. | the po 
J All the recent Washington nation- 

dispatches about the President’s Thes* 

Willingness to let Secretary of howeve 

State Dulles risk war in .the fore th 

Formosa Strait have clearly had attentli 

little or no effect out here on great 

the President’s' stature. He is b y ref 

still immensely popular and BCOU tin 

Jwhen you ask the voters how do not 

he stands today compared with ning 

any of the Democratic leaders, wiie 
fftiost people seem to regard it j politic* 
as a silly question. have t 

Strange Coalition Seen family 

Quemoy and Matsu have tHnk^ 

created a strange political coali- 1 1 , ’ 

tion.o It is the internationalist ® 

Intellectuals and the die-hard wh 

isolationists, long at odds oyer 
foreign policy questions, who 
are now complaining about the f . ’ 

Administration’s policy in the ^on 
Far East. The rest, comprising , j 

a great majority, seem to be “ 
going along. 

As a matter ot fact, such | 1116 

criticism as there is, outside, 1 Co 

the ranks of the intellectuals I The 
and isolationists, seems to sug- ii BO i ut i c 
gest that the President has |j Tlrnh i„ 

been a little wobbly on the J) £ rats 

Chinese Communists, , nomic 

“He was tough on them at the there 
beginning and then seemed to the ( 

pull back,” a retired workman , 

in Parkersburg, W. Va,, com-f divide 

plained last week, hlino- 

A railroad switchman here in [ ~“ 

Salt Lake made the same point j i p 
along with many others here 
this morning. “The President 
said these islands were impor¬ 
tant and he should stick to it,” 
the railroader remarked. 

Image Is Still Strong 

The Image of Eisenhower the 
great soldier, the good and 
genial man of peace, the “man t v v .. 
who knows what’s going on,” is 
still extremely strong. He is 
telling the people what they 
want to hear. They want peace. 

They want to talk tough to the 
Communists, and theyrwant to 
play this role with a# little in- ; 
terruption to theii/uaily lives J . ; 
and pocketbooks/as possible, ' . ' • 
and this is exactly what most ( . . . j 
people seem to think the Presi- A 

dent is providing. i % 

This is the one big question J M 
k mark in the Congressional elec- 1, sj 
k tion, still in-progress. Therer^S^^g 
^little doubt’ that, as^^^B '+* »* 
■momenta the - Daagtg" ~ ‘ 


on the farms they have managed 
to identify themselves more 
cles&igW^Wlth the personal 
economic interests of the voters? 
But can the President dramatize 
his popularity in the last three 
weeks of ,the campaign and con¬ 
vince the.voters that his peace 
role requires .a "Republican Con¬ 
gress? , , 1 ; 

Success Is Doubted 

Most of the experts in the 
Plains States do not think he 
can, any more than he could in 
1954 or .even in 1956, when he 
won by 10,000,000 votes and lost 
both the House and Senate. All 
the polls certfiinly suggest a 
nation-wide Democratic trend. 

These polls and soundings, 
however, have been taken be¬ 
fore the Voters have paid,much 
attention to the election. A 
great many people questioned 
by reporters now on political 
scouting trips confess that they 
do not even know who is run¬ 
ning. 

When they are asked about 
politics, many of them say they 
have been so preoccupied with 
family and. community problems 
that they haven’t had time to 
think' about the election. This, 
of bourse, is not true in the 
areas of high .unemployment. 
Where there is economic trou¬ 
ble, as in West Virginia in the 
mines, or in some areas of Wis¬ 
consin on the farms, the Demo¬ 
crats have powerful support, 
and this is the President’s pri¬ 
mary problem as he goes to 
the country this week. 

Cooperative Government 

The voters look to him for a 
solution 'of the foreign policy 
problems, but look to the Demo¬ 
crats for the Ablution of eco¬ 
nomic probleznis. In this sense, 
there seems tp be a desire in 
the country for a kind of Na¬ 
tional Government:' not for a 
divided GovemnSsnt of squab¬ 
bling politicians out for a co¬ 
operative Government led by a 


popular President and a Demo¬ 
cratic Congress. * 

■ ^Sec retary of Agriculture Ben- 

i 0 n was here,in his home state 
his week-end preaching the Re- 
ublican doctrine of local and 
tate responsibility and exhort-; 
lig the populace to stop look- 
rig to Washington for a. solu- 
ion of all their economic ills. 
These exhortations seem, how¬ 
ever, to be picking v p very few 
'‘Republican votes. It is only 
When the Republican orators 
talk about Eisenhower the 
peacemaker—a theme that pro¬ 
duces cynical laughter in Wash- 
lington—that the voters out here 
Iseem impressed. , 

Wherever they turn, they 
ghave a catalogue of local prob- 
$iems, reflecting the startling 
Irise in the population of the 
| nation and the movement of the 
i people from one area to anotq- 
| er . This week, the population of 
I the nation will pass the 175,- 
£•000,000 mark—about 17,000,000 
Imore than when General Eisen-1 
shower entered the White House, 
i To deal With the local and , 
'state problems created by this 
iSpurt takes money, and the 
Democrats have managed to : 
win wide acceptance for the | 
"idea that they are the party to < 
|: produce it. , . , 1 

IT President Eisenhower’s task 
in the next three weeks, there- 1 
I; Spre, is to convince them that : 
xeace is more important than a < 
fiigher level of prosperity, and j 
:?That he needs a Republican Con- j 
stress to carry on. It will be a . 
I difficult exercise, but he begins, : 
" despite all the anti-Eisenhower 
.talk in Washington, with a re- 
si markably wide and sympathetic , 
audience. _■ 
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Dear Jim: 

• l, ‘ ’.. 

I am enclosing herewith summaries on 
Arthur Meier Schlesinger, Jr ., and James Barrett 
Reston, which 1 thought might be of interest to 


you. 


Sincerely, 




Enclosures (2) 


Honorable James C. Hagerty 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Was h in g to n , D. C. 


JEifcEDM (3) 
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TIME 

DATE 



ttor /■: *■ 

/j 

' "V , , 






MAIL ROOM CZH TELETYPE UNIT l I 




DECLASSIFY 
.FBI AOTOMA! 


IFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 


TIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


DATE 03-02-2017 


BY: J75J65T61 






JAMES BARRETT RESTON 


1 - Orig 
1 - yellow ‘ 

1 - Mr. Balmont 
1 - Hame Check 
1 - Mr. Brown 
1 - Mr. Montgomery 

March ll 3 » 195>9 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation has not 
conducted any Investigation concerning James Barrett 
Reston, who is head, of the Washington Bureau of'The 
%ew York Times.” /information appearing in the files 
of this Bureau indioat^ that| 1 


P There is no information in the files of this Bureau 
that shows any association on the part of Reston with 
the Communist Party or Communist Party front groups. 

The records of Tass News Agency, official 
Soviet news bureau, showed numerous articles written 
by James Reston were forwarded to Moscow during the 
period 1948 to 1951* £A confidential informant who has 
furnished reliable information in the past advised I 
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James Barr®11 Reston 


On June 15, 1950, $$r* James B. Reaton was a 
witness before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, United States Senate* appointed to investigate 
whether there were employees in the State Department 
y disloyal to the United States. The questioning of Reaton 
centered around methods and contacts he used in obtaining 
news from the officials of the State Department. 

At that time, Reaton stated that his position 
was Diplomatic Correspondent of the "New York Times" 
Washington Bureau. He said his job was not to report 
primarily the spot and news announcements out of the 
State Department, but it vias a job of primarily explanatory 
reporting. He attempted to explain the background of 
some particular announcements that might have been made 
by the Department of State. He also stated his job was 
to contact persons who knew most about the area or the 
problem that happened to be news at the time* That 
^ person would explain, to the extent of his ability and 
with the limitations plaoed upon him by his own job, 
what the facts in the situation were but not for 
attribution to the Department of State. He also advised 
it was his opinion that responsible journalists 
deserved more cooperation on the part of the Department 
whose policy depends upon the consent of people if there 
is to be an effective foreign policy in a democracy. 

In answer to questions concerning use of 
classified material and misuse of information given in 
confidence to newspapermen, Reaton stated that in his 
opinion only a small percentage was misused. He did state 
that there were many so-called "scoop artists" who were 
making a living by trying to convey ideas that "you cannot 
get truth by reading the press but if you listen to me on 
Sunday night everything will be all right." Because of 
i ttiis, Reaton said,there is a tendency for those people to 
trade upon the good relations built up over th^/yeara by 
the responsible officials and responsible journalists. He 
finally stated that he felt public interest requires an 
interchange of background information by the officials and 
the public despite the risk of occasional misuse of informa¬ 
tion, which he believed to be very small. (121-23278-26X12, ep 
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James Barrett Heston 


In Whittaker Chambers* book, "Witness” 

(pages 647-648)# Chambers states that when Reaton was 
asked by John Foster Dalles for his opinion of Alger Hiss 
as a possible candidate for President of Carnegie Endow¬ 
ment, Reaton stated Kiss would be a very good choice * 

The November 13, 1953# edition of the "New 
York Times" oarried an article by James Heston entitled, 
"All Dose in White (Harry Dexter) Case*" This article 
carries a .subtitle of "Brownell and Truman and 
Eisenhower and Congress and U.S. Discredited." This 
article Is quoted in part as follows: "Herbert Brownell, 
the Attorney General, is on the spot not because he made 
the facts publlo, but because of the imputations he put 
on the facts. As a result, confidence in the objectivity 
of the highest law enforcement officer in the nation has 
been Impaired — Former President Truman lost because he 
was still praising Hr. White*s services to the nation 
long after serious oharges had been made against him by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and sent to the White 
House — President Eisehhower*s position was Impaired 
because by his own testimony he authorized Mr. Brownell 
to proceed with the case before he knew anything about 
it — Similarly Congress lost prestige because one of its 
member^ Harold Velde, subpoenaed former President Truman 
and Associate Justice Tom Clark without even checking 
with other members of his own committee." The article 
continues in a critical nature concerning both the 
Democratic and Republican administrations. (101-4053-129) 

The January 16, 1953# issue of "Counterattack," 
accuses the "New York Times" t of giving aid to Stalin. It 
states that a British professor. Dr. George E. G. Catlin, 
described a list of questions given to Stalin for answers 
just before Christmas by "New York Times" diplomatic 
correspondent, James Reaton, as "journalistic bumbling." 
Professor Catlin suggested that the State Department 
give guidance to the press In order to prevent more "boners 
on such matters. With reference to this matter, the "Daily 
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James Barrett Reston 




Worker*” an east eoaat communist newspaper which suspended 
publication on January 13# 1958# for April 2, 1953# 
eobtains a notice revealing that the Hew York State 
Communist tarty put out a folder featuring a picture 
of the late Joseph Stalin and the late President 
Roosevelt* together with Stalin's Christmas Eve reply 
to James Reston. ( 10 o-3-4-7222 p 126) 


According to an article appearing in the 
"Editor and Publisher" of March 15# 1958, the "New York 
Times" column "Random Notes" March 10, 1958* is quoted 
in part as follows* "The administration practice of 
having gumshoes shadow reporters to detect their sources 
for delloata news stories continues unabated here 
(Washington)." — "It has become standard praotioe 
when the administration is particularly annoyed at seeing 
one of its secrets in print to force underlings to sign 
affidavits swearing they did not leak the story. In 
some eases telephones are tapped both within and without 
the Government —" The article contained a reply from 
James G. Eagerty as,"It's certainly news to me; I just 
don't believe it — there is nothing like that down 
here*" James R. Reston* Times Bureau Chief is quoted 
as saying# "It's obvious to us that Jim Hagerty knows 
vary little about what has been going on around here for 
the last fifteen years. If he did he wouldn't be 
'surprised.* The Democrats did it and these fellows 
(the Republicans) are doing it." 

(62-98194“A) 
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; JS Pcgler Sees' It: . *-— 

Reporting the News 
i f 7 s. Shmtfd Views 

| ^^WESTBROOK PEGLER ^ % 

J IMMY RESTON, \ the statesman-reporter of the. 

New ^orK Timest Washington office, writes that 
reporters ought to ^be “discreet” when President 
Kennedy is engaged in an underground war- all over 
the world. 

f What is the guy talking about, anyway? 

1 “ | This is a whiff of the same j as 

i that his boss, Arthur Hays Su z.- 
^ berger, used to bloviate in oraticfps 
at Columbia University advocating 
“objective” journalism out of one ear 
and “interpretive” stuff from the 
other. When you tell the truth you 
\are objective. When you slant it . 
i according to your bigotries or pol- 

vmi are internreti-np- , 


fitics, you are interpreting. 

*■ But a reporter always should 
-just get the facts, write them and' 
PEGLER let the publishers decide how much 
the public intelligence can cope 
with. We should not concern ourselves, we ink- 
stained wretches, whether something we write will be 
news to Moscow, or something the Kremlin got from 
the State Department weeks ago. I feel justified in , 
assuming that with all the spies there have been in 
'bur government since Roosevelt moved.in in 1933, the 
odds are that Moscow had it long before I got it. t . 

This is intended to seem a little flippant; find 
“worldly, but I hope you will detect a faint not# of 
sorrow. Because it is no laughing matter that Ken¬ 
nedy is doing buck-jumps over leakage of information 
to Cuba and that the chief Times fellow in.the Wash¬ 
ington Bureau is perhaps giving us the nix out of the 
same office which drenches us with all that Matthews 
copy about the noble, democratic nature of Fidel 
Castro; | 

Our Ambassador’s Briefing 

On Aug. 30, 1960, Earl E. T. Smith, who had lately 
been'our Ambassador in Havana, testified before a 
subcommittee of the Judiciary that when he was 
appointed in 1957 he went to the State Department 
and got his “briefing” from Herbert Matthews of the 
New York Times, who eulogized Castro as a Robin 1 
Hood. Smith agreed that Batista ran a crooked 
government but remarked that 1957, under Batista,-' 
was the best economic, year in Cuba’s history. Yet 
^various a gentries ■ United States directly and 
McSfecAHmelleQ JiQw^rthrow Batista and raise 
rasffoHtr powrrT SmMr 1 said the State Department 
“obvio usly wo uld like to have the support of the New 
York'Times? 1 ’ -*> - - < 
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'i Here is a paraphrase of a portion of Smith’s 
: testimony! rr " r " «••••*' 

“Three front page articles in the New'York Times 
in early 1957 by Herbert Matthews served to inflate 
Castro to world stature and recognition. Until' then, 
Castro had been just another bandit in the mountains 
with a handful of followers who terrorized the peas¬ 
ants. After the /Matthews’ articles,. which likened 
Castro to Lincolh, he was able to get followers and 
funds in Cuba and the United States and much of the 
American press pictured him as a Robin Hood.” 

After all that, last November, Lester Markel, the 
j Buna&j editor of the Times, wrote a circular letter 
to a lot of newspaper publishers on behalf of a com- 
r mittee of editors trying to raise a kitty to bring about 
j 1‘better relations in the world” by improving the flow 
j pf news between' nations., Currently, Markel wrote, 
there were distortions and the United States was 
| badly represented in the Communist areas, in the 
! uncommitted areas and “even among our allies.” 

! Insisted Castro Wasn’t Red 


, As lately as last December, Matthews, in a lecture 

j at Yale, abused the United States for an unfriendly 
j attitude toward Castro and insisted still that Castro 
[ was not a Communist. 

J Well, the place to look for danger is not in the 
j hearts , of great heroic patriots like Major General 
j Edwin A. Walker, who was relieved of his command 
i of the 24th Infantry Division in Germany for ap- 
! proving some principles df the John Birch Society. \ 
J The place to look is in the Pentagon where Major’ 

; ...Peress was promoted notwithstanding Senator Joe 
McCarthy’s expose and the general who promoted him r 
was himself promoted by Ike’s connivance after Ike 
: had joined a whole pack of broadfeasters, journalists 
and miscellany in abusing Joe., 

President Kennedy was no novice when, to pro- 
: pitiate Eleanor Roosevelt in his I960 campaign, he 
repudiated McCarthy, long in his grave, who had been 
■ good enough to help elect him to the Senate in 1952. 
Would Kennedy be better off, or worse,'if he had 
disowned Mrs. Roosevelt instead? 


To me, the Birch Society is a pro-American league 
of angry individuals who well may be compared to the 
early Fascist!. One of these days a club "of patriots 
may at last lay it down and make it stick that a 
patriot is not a scoundrel for parading his hatred of 
those who exert themselves as much to abuse’ Robert 
Stripling as to excuse Alger Hiss. . j 

Copyright, 3962, King Features Syndicate,' - Inc. 
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/ The Federal Bureau of Investigation has^not con¬ 

ducted any investigation concerning James Bar retries ton, 
who is head of the Washington BureaiTW "fKe^New York Time 
flnformation appearing in the files of this Bureau indicate 




"s H, 


There is no information in the files of this Bureau that shows* 
any association on the part of Reston with the Communist Party 
or Communist Party front groups. 

On June 15, 1950, Mr. James B. Boston was a witness 
before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
United States Senate, appointed to investigate whether there 
were employees in the State Department disloyal to the United 
States. The questioning of Reston centered around methods and 
contacts he used in obtaining news from the officials of the 
State Department. 

At that time, Reston stated that his position was 
Diplomatic Correspondent of the "New York Times" Washington 
Bureau. He said his job was not to report primarily the spot 
and news announcements out of the State Department, but it was 
a job of primarily explanatory reporting. He attempted to 
explain the background of some particular announcements that 
might have been made by the Department of State.~ He also*stated 
his job was to contact persons who knew jiiost about the area or 
the problem that happened to be news at the time. Thet person 
would explain, to the extent of his ability and with;the limi¬ 
tations placed upon him by his own job, what the facts in the 
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James R. Reston 


situation were but not for attribution to the Department of 
State. He also advised it was his opinion that responsible 
journalists deserved more cooperation on the part of the 
Department whose policy depends upon the consent of people 
if there is to be an effective foreign policy in a democracy. 

In answer to questions concerning use of classified 
material and misuse of information given in confidence to 
newspapermen, Reston stated that in his opinion only a small - 
percentage was misused. He did state that there were many so- 
called "scoop artists" who were making a living by trying to 
convey ideas that "you cannot get truth by reading the press 
but if you listen to me on Sunday night everything will be all 
right." Because of this, Reston said, there is a tendency for 
those people to trade upon the good relations built up over the 
years bv the responsible officials and responsible journalists. 
He finally stated that he felt public interest requires an 
interchange of background information by the officials and the 
public despite the risk of occasional misuse of information, 
which he believed to be very small. 

In Whittaker Chambers’ book, "Witness" (pages 647-648), 
Chambers states that when Reston was asked by John Foster Dulles 
for his opinion of Alger Hiss as a possible candidate for 
President of Carnegie Endowment, Reston stated Hiss would be a 
very good choice. 

For your additional information, there is enclosed a 
copy of a memorandum dated April-22. 1960, entitled "Summit 
Conference, Paris, France, 1960 - Miscellaneous-Information 
Concerning," whicn contains information concerning James R. 
Reston . / ■ - as * r ? « ■ ' ■ 

Upon removal of classified enclosure, this memorandum 
becomes unclassified. 
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JAMES B. RESTON 
NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
BOMBING MATTER 

SA Joseph A. Connors of the Washington Field Office 
telephonically submitted the following information to the Bureau at 
3:20 P. M. 8-17-63. The Metropolitan Police Department received 
a call from James B. Reston, New York Times Correspondent, 

3124 Woodley Road, N. W., Washington, D. C. Reston advised 
that at 2:55 P. M, on 8-I7-S3, he received a phone call from an 
unknown female with a Latin American accent. She stated "We are 
going to blow you up. This is not a practical joke". Metropolitan - 
Police Department, Civil Disturbance Unit, searched Reston T s home- 
with negative results and has closed the case. i 

ACTION 



Washington Field Office is advising G2 and Mr. Hanning 
of Mr. DeLoaeh's Office was advised. 









FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


F B I 


Transmit the following in 


airtel 


Date: 8/19/63 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO:, DIRECTOR, FBI 

TOWM: SAC, TOO (157-0) 

uisUB; Ttoeat to Bomb Residence of 
James B^Seston, Chief Correspondent 
lTr^rrTOesT31^4 Woodley Road, N. W. - 
August 17, 1963. 

BOMBING MATTER - FALSE THREAT 


10:77...... 

}. RECD..S 

MAY 4 1967 


ASMS. 

BY:..' 


Re telephone call to Bureau, 8/17/63. 

Enclosed for Bureau are eight copies of an LHM 
which are self-explanatory. 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF J*TGE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

August 19, 1963 


THREAT TO BOMB RESIDENCE OF 
JAMES.B. RESTON, CHIEF CORRESPONDENT, 

NEW .YORK TIMES: 3124. WOODLEY ROAD, -N. .Wv- 
. AUGUST 17, 1963 

_ BOMBING MATTER - FALSE THREAT 

_At 3:20 p.m. on August 17, 1963, Sergeant 

, Communications Section, Metropolitan Police Department, 
advised a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
that Mr. James B. Reston, Chief Correspondent, New York Times, 
received a telephone call at his home at 2:55 p.m., August 17, 

1963, from an unidentified female. She spoke in a Latin American 
accent, and stated "We're going to blow you up* This is not a ] 

practical joke." i 

At 3:24 p.m. August 17, 1963, the above information 
was furnished to Sp.-5 Jerry Grockenberg, Army Explosive Disposal 
Unit, Fort McNair*. 

At 3:26 p.m. A ugust 17, 1963. the above information 
was furnished to Captain , Headquarters, MDW. 

At 3:30 p.m. August 17, 1963, Sergeant], 
Metropolitan Police Department, advised that a Civil Disturbance 
Unit, Metropolitan Police Department, had responded to the call 
from Mr. Reston; had searched the residence, found nothing 
unusual, and closed the case. 

The military authorities set forth above were advised 
of final disposition at 3:35 p.m. 

Above for information. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 

the FBI. It is fha property of 
the FBI and is I'aned to your -«mcy. 
't and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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INSECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES | 



PURPOSE : 

To record receipt of nonsensitive security form from the 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) for processin g under Executive Order 
104 50 (Federal Emp loyee Security Program) on 

who| | James B < r°Tteston 1 a correspondent oi "me New Yorx 


Times,” assigned to the Washington, D. C., office. To recommend 

(1) Form be returned to CSC marked "No derogatory data - FBI files” and 

(2) Recommend attached letter to the Attorney General (AG) be approved 
advising him of the employment of captioned employee. 

BACKGROUND: 



Our files do not contain any information concerning the 
employee or his family which would be the basis of a loyalty investi¬ 
gation of the employee under Executive Order 10450 and we have not 
conducted an investigation of James B. Reston per se. 

As you will recall, James B„ Reston was vociferous in his 
criticism of the administration for ordering an investigation relating 
to "The New York Times" article which appeared 7-26-62 and was 
authored by Hanson W. Baldwin. Article contained information regarding 
missile sites of the Soviet Government. Certain information contained 
in the article was referred to in a classified report known as 
National Intelligence Estimate dated 7-6-62 and distributed on a 
limited basis on 7-10-62. 
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Memo randum to Mr, Evans 
RE: 


( During our investigation directed at determining the leak 
to the press of classified information Baldwin was uncooperative. 

Both Baldwin and Reston resented the investigation. Complete results 
of our investigation were furnished to P. Kenneth 0*Donnell, Special 
Assistant to the President and to the AG under a ?c5p~~secret classification 

RECOMMENDATIONS : . 

(1) That the security form be returned to CSC marked "No 
derogatory data - FBI files." 


(2) That attached letter to the AG referring him to the 
investigation directed at determinin g the leak of classified infor- 1 
mation in 1962 and advising him thatl I 
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9:22 a, m. 


March 30, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. BELMONT 
MR. DE LOACH 

The Attorney General called and said he wanted to check two 
things with me. One, we have never put a tap in recent times on Joe \ 
Alsop's phone. I said no. f //■ \ ' r 


Two, there was another story that 
was being shadowed in connection with a story he had gotten about 
comptroller*s report on something In the Far East, so me scandal in th 
Far East. He asked if the Bureau had been surveilling 
answered that 1 would check that; that I thought not because they would 
certainly dear a matter like that with me. & 


l have instructed Mr. 
and advise me. 


on both these matters 


- 1 4 ^ 

&A. 




Very truly yours, 
l E. H. 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for /f / / P //; was reviewed and pertinent items were 

t-r-v /vrUnrl { T- t Hh Tr*r^ \ r\ r* C / 









marked for the Directors attention. This form has been prepared in order that 

turn may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
matter files. 
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JAIji.ES BARRETT kESTON 
IS - cu 
COO: WFO) 


5 TO: 
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mav j 1 - 557 






SEE REVERSE » FOR 
AO0. bissemwatiow. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a LHM. 
UP T-1 ^ S WF T-2 is I 


WF T-3 i: 


' I-1 7 

WFO will review Passport Office, United States 
Department of State, records to determine whether subject 
has authority to travel to Cuba. 


Bureau 


.Lice's 


Approved: 


Special Agent m Charge 
























UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 
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File No. 


ALL INFORMATICS CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 
EXEMPTED FROM AUTOMATIC 
DECLASSIFICATION 
AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE; 50X(1,6-ISM/DIPLO) 
DATE 03-03-2017 BY: J75J65T61 


NO FOREIGN DISSEM. 


January 27, 1967 


33 : 5OX (1,5-1 SM/DIPL0) . l» 

: 17 BY: J75J65761 ' * I® 

JAMES -BARRETT RESTON .•aJASS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CU 


On January 16, 1967, WF T-l, wh o has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised!”” 


|_I James Barrett^Reston and his wife, Sarah 

""'ifultoS^eston. According to the* informant, James Reston was 

__ bor n^November 3, 1909, at Clydebank, Scotland, and Sarah 

Reston was horn September 5, 1912, in Illinois. Both are 
United States citizens and reside at 3124 Woodley Road, N. ¥., 
¥DC. In addition, both are correspondents for “The New York 
. Times’ 8 ! h 


On January 24, 1967, VJF T-2, wh o has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised 


NO FOREIGN DISSEM, 


•SLASSIFI 

OECLASS 
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declassification 
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Memorandum 





date: 3/13/67 


subject/: JAMES BARRE HVRES1QN. 

' IS CU ' 1 

(00:WFO) 

• e t c ll^- 

<J 'Y ReWFOairtel and LHM dated 1/27/67. 
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/ Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of an LHM. 



Records of the Passport Off ice. USDS, were reviewed 

on 2/20/67, by IC _, and on 3/2/67, by 

SA CHARLES E. LENNON. 

‘Since the subject and his wife have had their 

USDS, 


p assports mlMaJL&d.,fim -a„roui 
instant case is being closed. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

March 13, 1967 

bmHoGwMw. 


JJAMES BARRETT RESIGN 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CU 


Records of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State (USDS), reviewed February if, 1967, 
revealed the following concerning SarahfFulton/iteston, 

3124 Woodley Road, Washington, D. C. f / / 

■ i > 

On September 5, 1961, Mrs. Reston applied for a 
passport and was issued Passport number B-484619 at New 
York City on the same date. In the application she set 
forth she wasUborn September 5, 1912 at Sycamore, Illinois, 
'W William J.UFulton, born in Canada in 1875, father, and 
Laura Busby, born at Urbana, Illinois, in 1878, mother. 


llOn December 24, 1935, she married James Barrett 
Reston, wno was born on November 3, 1909 at Clydebank, 
Scotland. 

Mrs. Reston indicated she planned to depart the 
United States from New York City on December 5, 1961, via 
air for England, Belgium, France and Germany on '’husbands 
business." 

On or about October 21, 1964, Mra Reston renewed 
the above-mentioned passport for a proposed six-week business 
and vacation trip to Greece, United Kingdom, France and 
Italy. In her renewal application dated October 9, 1964, 
she gave her permanent daddress as 3124 Woodley rRoad, 

N. W., Washington, D. C., and by renewing her passport she 
continued its validity to December 4, 1966. 

Mrs. Reston had been issued Passports previously 
on May 21, 1953, June 17, 1947, August 13, 1943 and April 19, 
1937. 






JAMES BARRETT HESTON 


Records of the Passport Office, USDS, were reviewed 
on March 2, 1967, concerning James Barrett Reston, 3124 
Woodley Road, N. W., Washington, D. C., who was born on 
November 3, 1909, at Clydebank, Scotland. 

On January 20, 1967, Mr. Reston applied for a 
passport,^nd was issued Passport number H-139342 at Wash- 
^ ington, p| C., on January 23, 1967. He listed his father 
: James/Reston, born April 30, 1873, in Scotland, and his 

mother apf Johanan Ilrving, born October 9, 1877 at Straurner, 
Scotland. He was Hast harried to Sarah Jane Reston on 
December 31, 1935, who was born September 5, 1915 at 
Sycamore, Illinois. 'V-j{?LS( (>d 

Mr. Reston, jin his application, indicated he 
immigrated to the United States in 1920 and resided at 
Dayton, Ohio, New York City and Washington, D. C., since 
that time. He was naturalized in 1927 at Dayton, Ohio, 
on his ”father*s paper.” 

Mr. Reston s£t forth that he proposed to depart 
the United States from Los Angeles, California, on January 31 
1967, via air, for Mexico, Cuba and "later most of Latin 
America for purpose of reporting.” * 

In a letter dated Januaiy 3, 1967, the Passport 
Office advised both Mr. and Jett’S. Reston that the USDS 
I had approved their requests for validation of their 

( passports for travel to Cuba and their passports 

were endorsed to show that they are valid for one round 
trip to Cuba. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. . It is the property of 
the FBI and.is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
^distributed outside your agency. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-02-2017 BY: J75J65T61 


UNIWD STATES DEPARTMENT OF rCSTlCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
July 21, 1967 


NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 


JAMES BARRETT SESTON 
INTERNAL SECURITY-CUBA 


' ili, jijtli * DEh 

Pp •• 

^33 
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As previously reported, records of the: Passport 
Office, United States Department of State^(USDS) reviewed 1 
February 20, 1967, revealed that Sarah \Fu.Cton| Res ton of 
3124 Wo odley Road, Washi ngton , D.C.. on or about October 
21, 1964, renewed her Passport number B 484619, orginally 
issued on September 5, 1961., 


As previously reported, records of the Passport 
Office, United States Department o| State (USDS! were re¬ 
viewed on March 2, 1967 concerningfJames Barrett^Reston, 

3124 Woodley Road, N.W., Washington, D.C. He is rhe holder 
of United States Passport H 139342 issued him on January 
23, 1967 f by the United States Department of State, (USDS), 
at Washington, D.C.;- 

In communication dated January 3, 1967, as previously 
reported, the Passport Office advised both Mr. and Mrs. Reston 
the United States Department of State (USDS) had approved their 
requests for validation of their passports for travel to Cu ba , 
and their passports were endorsed to show that they are valid 
for one round trip to Cuba. 

On July 12, 1967, a confidential informant, who 
has furnished reliable information iri the past, determined that. 


NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 
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TITLE OF CASE 
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INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
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JAMES BARRETT RESTON 
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T-2 is 


location 
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PSI 




location 


CLASSIFICATION: 


This report is classified SECRET - NO FOREIGN 
DISSEMINATION as it sets forth information from| 3> 


a highly confidential source of continuing value reflecting 


J. Disclosure or the identity or this source c 


be prejudicial to the defense interests of the United States. 
LEADS: 



b3 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 

b7E 


NEW YORK OFFICE 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Upon receipt of results of Washington Field's check 
of passport files, will take appropriate action. 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Subject is the bearer of United States passport 
#H1393^2, which may be of assistance in locating his file. 
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


September 22, 1967 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-03-2017 BY: J75J65T61 


JAMES BARRETT RESTON 


This document contains neither 


reronv?enMions nor conclusions ©f 
the FL1 It i ' tS*3 property of 
t!?c Fi'2 svJ 33 ?ccuei to your agency 
it sir] its ' rn rat to be 
distributed OjtJJe ys.sr agency. 




- NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 
Gioup I 

Excluded fwom automatic 
downgrading and\ declassification 
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^SBeRESC^NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

» 

JAMES BARRETT RESTON 


b7D 


On September 6, 1967* T-3 reported that the name of 
JAMES BARRETT RESTON appeared on a list of American corres¬ 
pondents who were in attendance at the First Conference of the 
Organizaciop Latinoamericana de Solidaridad (OLAS - Latin American 
Organization of Solidarity). 

OLAS was formed in January 1966 by delegates [ 

from many Latin American countries meeting 
in Havana, Cuba. At its First Conference in 
Havana in August 1967* it announced its goals 
as the promotion of guerrilla warfare and revo¬ 
lution in Latin America; support of the Negro 1 

"revolution" in the United States; and creation 
of a continent-wide organization with its seat 1 

in Havana. 1 


2 * 


IT - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 




j®< 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU^BCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


•' -v 9 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. flN 


September 22, 1967 : ^ 



•TAMES BARRETT RESTON 

This document contains neither 

nromrondatlons nor cooelustens if ! 

t’:s FSI. It is tl’8 property of 

t'is FES nnd is toed to your agency; 

it and its contests are mot to be 

distributed outside your agency. 

Reference is made to the memorandum captioned and 
dated as above. 

i 

T-l, T-2 and T~3* mentioned in referenced memorandum, 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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)irector, FBI 
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1 - Ur! w! c! Sullivan 
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1 - Mr. E. ¥. Sr.iltil 
1 - Mr. €. G. Sullivan 


& confidential informant who feas furnished 
reliable information^n the past advised on November 5, 
1968, that James Br~fie&ton„ Executive Editor, The Hew 
York Times ,1 


The information contained herein is also being 
furnished to Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House. 



The Deputy Attorney -General 


CJV :Icml 


[^(10) 


NOT RECORDED 

176 NOV 8 1968 
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.This information was received from 

a highly confidential source. Classified•Tffmore^/^o' 
Foreign Dissemination 51 in view of the sensitive nature 
of the source. (Xl W 
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No Foreign 


the source. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FR 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
.DATE 03-03-2017 BY: J75J65T61 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

November 0, 1908 




,.0 M 


Q-TMM^1SE 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on November 3, 1908, that 
he had Just received information that a member of the areas, 
James BS^Heston n* "The New York Times”, 

■ II l ..I __r' ... * I 
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, distributed outside your agency. 
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:' 1 B'7. l:\*\ ,. ... ALSU ON 

. r _ —;— - “ . ■«— 

V, .WASHINGTON, Dec. 1 — 

Things ar.c going to be differ-, 
ent around . here. Pro.sicicnt- 
elect Nixon is going l.o wire 
. democracy for sound. 1ft: is go- 
ihg’.to have official lislening.f and I know just the mart with 
posts, which..will ..record the jj the judgment, experience and 
.grumbles' of "the/'-''forgotten j determination to do the job. 
Americans.” He is. thinking of 




, Dear V,ii. President-Fie -1 
•Vr'ea -very touched by yc.tr 
thoughtful and imogtnaUve let¬ 
ter. I have beer* particularly 
impressed by your emphasis on 
the importance of establishing; 
law and order in this country. 


i>E 


announcing and introducing his 
Cabinet ' on . nationwide tele¬ 
vision, and. he has already 
asked .the 80,000 people, in 


Who’s . Who to pass or. 

die. ? 

names' of peo.ue who can 

help j. 

him run the country. 

This obviously opens 

up. 

.'sonic interesting possibt 

uties. 

.Mr. Nixon, woo uireacy 

looks 

a lot . like £d Sunivari on 

tele- : 

vision, should make, a 

good 


1 


if 


master ot ceremonies at TV 
'Cabinet .meetings. Citizens with : 
'gripc-s sii'eu.u have some inter- . 
■csting coimreius for, the, Gov-, 
•.ernment, particularly around 
income tax time, bat bis letter 
to the 80,000 peoolesia Who’s . 
Who iv.ay raise some problems. 

.The r.:c’ 1:rv; ' ' 1- ■ 

What C dvr;' s:i! answer him? 
He’ll never get rid of the postal 
deficit with an idea like that. 
And .what, if hv doesn't take 
tlvrif advice? The people’ in. 
Who's Who are an '.awkward 
m.o'o. They think they n!ri_the 
•country, end v;»ian' £ niey are;- 

ashed by a net.' man.cn the 
job fur an. aid ad> Sce^they may 
get' the • siily notion that he 
. will follow it- 

There are other complica¬ 
tions. Mpst of the people in 
Who’s Who have got. to the top . 
of their organization, or insti¬ 
tutions and have a common 
problem.- They are either bored , 

, with success, ;.v which case 
they may .mburress Mr. Mixon 
by ottering themselves for the 
public service, or they have' 
been trying for years to- get 
rid of some incompetent associ¬ 
ate, and may try to . solve the 
problem by dumping it on the 
new Administration. . 

' T1 Id? AvvkvA-'.'d cteplies 

It is not hard to imagine the 
kind of letter Mr.. Nixon might 
get back from some, of the il¬ 
lustrious _ gentlemen;':.;. in ■ the 
wWs 'Wnb set: : 



Modesty- forbids me to pass 
along .at this time my • sugges¬ 
tion, but yi, be glad to discuss 
him with you at 1 ' .you* -con-. • 
H/enience. Sincerely,' .Edgar ' ■ 

v.ixOuycr. • 

Dear Mr. Nixon: I-am very 
much in sympathy with your 
appeals for national unity,, and -. 
y.'o'nder if you have thought of 
the advantages of making the 1 
honorable George Wallace At¬ 
torney General? Though Mr. . 
Wallace got more than ten. mil¬ 
lion votes for the Presidency. I 
understand that he is now un- 
employed and available. P.S. , 
So am 1. Yours sincerely and 
forward together. General Cur- 
• tis LeMay. . 

• Dear Dick; I received your i 
talent-hunt letter and wonder .' 
if- you have thought about a 
job- for me? -1 have never ;d. 
worked in Washington, but am 
eager to help and don’t just 
.want to sit out the next four. . 
years, presiding over the Sen-,, 
ate. -. Any chance? Spiro TV’, 
Agnew. 

Dear Dick: I think 1 might be 
able to help you with your .’ 
Rockefeller problem. If you.. 
. don't want .me.in the Cabinet, 
and David doesn’t want to give 
up the bank for the Treasury, 
why not put Laurance in In- . 
terior? That would fix the peo¬ 
ple who say you -are anti- . 
Rockefeller. Good Luck. —, 
Nelson.; . 

Aside from letters or this*.; 
sort, a. Republican . President 
‘‘"has more manpower- probleins 

.than -Democratic..-President. , 
Republicans, in general have 
more stock options than Demo¬ 
crats, and therefore more con- .; 
flicts of interest and more to 
lose than Democrats. ' v' . 

Also, they have contributed j 
more to the Republican cam-.. 
paign. treasury in the last ' 
thirty years and got . less out . 

■ of it than the Democrats, who 
have had the jobs. So the 
pressure on the White House. ;. 
and the Republican .National 
Committee for ambassadorships ; 
and other prominent and eie- 
gant posts may.crowd the sugr 
gestioiis Yrb'm Whols. Who. .. ■- ■ ■ ■■: 


i X C'-., * — 

The .‘V/'ritgcfs r ’ • -- -— 

t “Every ftc.w huean l-reaiacnt 
f' since Mr. Lincoln h,:s uorii- 
| plained -about disappointed of- 
* ficc seekers. For every jolt Jvy-. 
v. fill, making om. man. happy, •. 
f 'lhcy turn down at least ' a 
t dozer. more, iltr or.ly tlilset- 
encc • with Mr. Mixon is that • 
he-has invited applications and 
expects between 23,000 and 
50il>00 for the 1,700 jobs avc.i-.' 
.able. . 

Nobody will b*s-aMe=fc> say, 
however, that corns: me was ' 
silenced. After ir.c joos are 
filled, the listening, posts w.ijl 
be operating, arm any . angry 
also-ran will be able to diaL 
number and give Mr. N.ixonJ 
piece Ot' iiiJ'mind. • ' 
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The Washington Post/? -f‘ 
Times Herald__ 



The Washington Daily News_ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) _ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post_ 


The New York Times Ml 

The Sun (Baltimore)_ 

The Daily World_ 

The New Leader_ 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
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Examiner (Washington) 
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RST/NG FOREIGN DISSEMATION 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUI1 


DATE 03-03-2017 


BY; J75J6 


February 17, 
BY LIAISON 


Posted 


'Honorable Alexander P, Butterfield 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
The white House' 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Butterfield: 


Reference is made to your name check request concerning 
Mr. and Mrs. William Armistead Moale Burden and some other individuals. 

The central files of the FBI contain no pertine nt informat ion 
identifiable with Brie Holier, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hume, and | ~~| b 


; The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 

£B|,,contain -no arrest data identifiable with the above individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection with this 
name check request. 


Attached are separate memoranda concerning the following 


individuals: 


1 W-jf 

» V jV. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Armistead Mrs. Merriweather Post^p 
Moale Burden Mr. and Mrs. Ja mes B. Heston 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Dewey John S. Robson""""” - 

.Richard E. Horner Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus L. Sulzberge 

Alri anil'Mrs. Wayne W. Parrish Mr. and Mrs. Theodore H. White 

: ‘. 1? $ j Tills letter of transmittal may be declassified when it is 
rembved'ljrom the enclosures bearing a classification. 


>. »/ SSssyskiA*?; 

■ " "l VflrC- NOT RECORD® / 

I ZLS 487, FEB 24 m Jh „ 

_ - Mr. Dei_.oadn (sent career) - Enclosures // f fII-RffiSSl S!0£; 

i - Mr. Gale (sent direct) - Encloses.- — ®!SS£^i.T ; l 

En. s e,3 (13) • ^ V * V 

h L DTM > fobbigm m 


j Co..per _ 

| Ceil an tin 

i Con red — 


Soyors - 

Tele. Room 
Holmes ,— 
Goody - 


vlA'AM 




%% IVI/H * X. . - f—yf —j / , 

,7V'..SAIi. ROOM CM TELETYPE,UN!tLZ_J . I /, , .. 
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- NO FOREIGN DISSERTATION 

I 




A „ .. 


S(S§ fop 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES B. REStON 


ruary 17, 1970 




James Barrett Reston, who was born on November 3, 
1909, in Scotland and who is Associate Editor of -'The New York Times, 
has not been the subject of an investigation conducted by the FBI. 
[Information appearing in the files of this Bureau indicates thatf 


/[' " 


/ 


•» 


€ i 
t!-. 

n 


r§3 

o 


3 r '== 

O ' t 

r._ > J3 

| v ■; ■ « 
{? : l 

r;- : 4 
m . : 


Tolson - 

DcLoach - 

Walters- 

Mohr - 

Bishop -- 

Casper- 

Callahan — 

Conrad .- 

Felt- 

Gale- 

Rosen - 

Sullivan - 

Tavel -- 

Soyars - 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes - 

Gandy - 


_P$fciere is no information in the files of this Bureau 


that shows any association on the part of Reston with the Communist 




CiMtis'A 


Party or Communist Party front grouos. 

M ¥ U ‘ 

y The records of Tass News Agency, official Soviet news 
bureau, showed numerous articles written by James Reston were 
forwarded to Moscow during the period 1948 to 1951. [A confidential 
informant who has furnished reliable information in the past advised 


OrfJune 15, 1950, Mr. James B. Heston was a witness 
before a Subcommittee o£ the Committee on Foreign Relations, United 
States Senate, appointed to investigate whether there were employees 
in the State Department disloyal to the United States. The questioning 
of Reston centered around methods and contacts he used in obtaining 


r. !) 


news from the officials^the State Department. 

i ^ e ‘' 

NOTE: Per/request of Alexander P. 


Butterfield, D 




V 


eputy Assistant to the 


President. This memorandum being classified 


i, Deputy 
"jjeer'ft ■- 


No Foreign 


Dissemination” as it contains information received from highly confidential 


sources of continuing value 

Of 


MAIL ROOM I_I \FELETYP E UNItI... 1 
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Excluded from automatic 
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BEORgTI - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Heston 


At that time, Heston advised it was his opinion that 
responsible journalists deserved more cooperation on the part of the 
Department whose policy depends upon the "consent of people" if there 
was to be an effective foreign policy in a democracy. He further 
stated that he felt public interest required an interchange of background 
information by the officials and the public despite the risk of occasional 
misuse of information, which he believed to be slight. 

In Whittaker Chambers’ book, "Witness" (pages 647-648), 
Chambers stated that when Heston was asked by John Foster Dulles for 
his opinion of Alger Hiss as a possible candidate for President of the 
Carnegie Endowment, Reston stated Hiss would be a very good choice. 

The January 16, 1953, issue of "Counterattack," a 
publication self-described as opposing communism, accused "The New 
York Times" of giving aid to Joseph Stalin. It stated that a British 
professor, Dr. George Catlin, had commented that the giving of a list 
of questions to Stalin for answers just before Christmas, as James 
Reston had done, was "journalistic bumbling." Catlin suggested that 
the State Department give guidance to the press in order to prevent more 
boners on such matters. With reference to that matter, it is noted that 
"The Daily Worker,»* a former east coast communist newspaper which 
has suspended publication, published a notice in its April 2, 1953, issue 
announcing that the Communist Party had prepared a folder featuring 
a photograph of the late Joseph Stalin and the late President Franklin 
Roosevelt, together with Stalin’s Christmas Eve reply to Reston. 

The March 15, 1958, issue of "Editor and Publisher" 
contained an article setting out a statement by James Reston to the 
effect that the Democrats had followed the practice of having "gumshoes 
shadow reporters to detect their sources” for delicate news stories and 
that the Republicans were also doing it. 



Jjg^RS^NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 









ATION 


- NO FOREIGN DISSE 

■r \ ~m 

. , . ,* - >■ 

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Pest on 



At the request of the then Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy, the FBI launched an extensive investigation in July, 1962, 
concerning a leak of highly classified information, which classified 
information was published by "The New York Times" on July 26, 1962, 
in an article by Hanson Baldwin entitled "Soviet Missiles Protected In 
’Hardened* Positions." During this investigation, Reston contacted the 
Deputy Attorney General in Washington to complain that an employee of 
the local office of "The New York Times" had been interviewed by FBI 
Agents at her home, rather than at the newspaper’s office. In August, 
1962, Reston contacted McGeorge Bundy, Special Assistant to the 
President, and was advised by Mr. Bundy that he was unable to comment 
concerning the investigation. Reston also advised Treasury Secretary 
C. Douglas Dillon that he felt there was excessive use of the FBI and 
intimated that some very high Government official should have personally 
taken the matter up with Hanson Baldwin. 

The December 18, 1961, issue of "Newsweek" magazine 
contained an article entitled "The Columnists JFK Reads Every Morn¬ 
ing. " This contained background information concerning Reston and 
identified him as being one of three newspaper columnists upon whom 
President Kennedy "concentrated most intently.” (62-5-19102) 

During September, 1967, a confidential source who 
has furnished reliable information in the past advised that the name of 
James Barrett Reston appeared on a list of American correspondents who 
were in attendance at the First Conference of the Organization of Latin 
American Solidarity (OLAS). At its First Conference in Havana, Cuba, 
in August, 1967, OLAS announced its goals as the promotion of guerrilla 
warfare and revolution in Latin America; support of the Negro "revolu¬ 
tion” in the United States; and creation of a continent-wide organization 
with its seat in Havana. (62-99212-13) 


- 3 - 

NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 










NO FOREIGN DISSEMTHmON 


Mr. and Mrs. James B. Heston 


Another confidential source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past advised during November, 1 968. that James 
Heston, Executive Editor, M The New York Times, 'j 


_KJW 

(62-39212-14) 

The central files of the FBI contain no additional pertinent 
information identifiable with the above-captioned, individuals. 

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection with 
this name check request. 
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ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, WFO 




5/24/72 



fit? <r/ 


ReLegat, Hong Kong let to Director, 3/16/72. 


-On 5/3/72, SA _ 

, Office of Se curity, USDS. SA 
records indicate that I 


conta cted SA _ 

advised that his 


/2>- Bureau 
1- WFO 

JLT:pja 4 
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V-- V 



REC-* Cfi;.? 


NOT RECORDED j 

172 MAY 30 1972 
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■ ^^ The o«frent Hills City Directory lists JAMES B. 
and SALLY tjO^ESTON as tire residents at 3124 Woodley Road , 

II. v/. , WDC.(^J 4 AMES B j ^ffESTON * s occupatiorTls shown as that 
of 'a \columnist foi^the New York Times. 

( A. _ 

The current telephone directory lists JAMES B, 

BESTOW with the same residence and a business address at 
1920 L Streetj N.W., WDC, where his business is shown as 
a correspondent. 

Although it is noted that t he address for captioned 

individual mav be a temporary ad dress _ 

, WFO is showing itself as Office 

of Origin. 

WFO indices negative re 

_In view of captioned individual's _ 

|, and in the absence of any information of a security 
nature concerning him, no further inquiry will be conducted by 
WFO, UACB. 


would appear to be identical with JAMES BARRETT RESTON, akc 
"Scotty" keston, vrell-known correspondent for the New York 
Times and the subject of Bureau file| |, probably 

now consolidated into Bureau file 62-99212. 


2 













TO 





subject: 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1002 EDITION 

OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 


“DECLAS S I FICAT ION AUTHORITY DERIVE 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GD 

BY: J75lF6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (62-99212) 


date: 6/28/72 




'SAC, WFO 


M. 



JAMES BARR E|1UREST0N 


murmur 



b3 

b7E 


/•'. ReNYairtel dated 6/20/72,£bearing the tit le, 

"UNSUit*3124 Woodley Road, Washington, D. C. 20008.' 

- 


<r 



• tr\ c.' 


The current Washington Address Telephone Directory 
lists JAMES B. RESTON at 3124 Woodley Rd.,\ N.W. , WDC. The ' 
current Washington Area Telephone Directory lists JAMES B. 
RESTON, correspondent, at this address with office at 1920 
L Street, N.W., WDC. This same source lists the "New York 
Times'” Bureau at the latter address. The Congressional 
Directory, 92nd Congress, First Session, urfider ‘'Press 
Galleries - Members of Press Entitled to Admission”, lists 

JAMES B. RESTON, 3124 Woodley Road; “New York Times”. 

% 

In view of the fact that it has been established 
that the address 3124 Woodley Road, is that of the well- 
known correspondent, JAMES B. “SCOTTY* RESTON, no further 
action is being taken in this matter. 
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V FBI 

~~ ALL IWFOEJS4ATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT Date: 6/20/72 

WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE . i 

Transmit the fo! lov/ing in 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, NEW YORK 
UNSUB; _ 

S'OBJECT: ^Washington. D.C. 20008 

(00: WASHINGTON FIELD) 



DECLASSIFICATION 
AUTHORITY DERIVED FR< 

FBI AUTOMATIC DEC IAS: 

EXEMPTION CODE: 50X( 
DATE 03-03-2017 3 


(Type in p'\rntext or code) 


(Priority) 




Jn. 




ADDRESS OF SUBJECT: 


3124 Woodley Road 
Washington, D.C. 20008 


•2^Bureau (RM) 

2- Washington Field (RM)* 
2-New York 



DAF:eac 


aent 


Agent in Charge 





roue) 





.M Per 


/ 


7^- /% 

IN' 23 1972 ) 




I-A—.SL 1971-413-1 


U. B. GOVERNMF.NT'|WJ»INO OFF !f 




















If Initial investigation develops insufficient 
information to resolve the matter, a letter should be submitted 
to the Bureau setting forth scope of Investigation conducted to 
date with results and recommending further specific action deemed 
necessary on UACB baste. 











LEAD 


NEW YORK 



This matter is b.eing considered RUC, 


/ / NYO indices contained no record identifiable 

with the subject based upon available information, or / 7 files 

of the NYO contain the following information: 
















o 

MS*/ ^ x.,, 

jams bJ as* sally mem 
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Captioned individuals, who you advised reside 
at 3124 Woodley Road* Northwest, Washington, B.C*, were the 
subjects of a White House none Chech request in 1970, 

Attached is a copy of a communication dated February 17, 

1970, furnished to the White House containing information 
concerning the above-captioned individuals. 

(62-99212) 

The central files of the FBI, including the 
records of the Identification division, contain so additional 
pertinent information concerning the captioned individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection 
with this name check request. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR* B&LMONT 
MR. DE LOACH 




b6 

b7C 



I called the Attorney General, and advised Mm 1 had chocked 
both matters he had inquired about earlier today and we, of course, have 
never tapped Alsop*s phene and have had no surveillance on/~ 


I farther advised Mm (hat Mr. DeLcach told j_. •j Liat Moyers 
told Mm Alsop camo hi to see Moyers yesterday. The Attorney General 
said this was the reason for his phone call. I advised Mm that Alsop said 
he was going to write a column If we didn't take it off right away* I said 
as far as I am concerned Alsop can write anything he pleases* The Attorney 
General said be :;?e wo get to that, what he is tiering to do now is make sure 
nobody did* 1 e-aM it io entirely possible the Defense Department or the 
[Comptroller Gl acral's office did. 1 further stated we could very readily 
check his (Alsop's) phone and find cut but £ wouldn't do that fcr him. ., ; 


As to | 3 said there was no 

,t ft entirely possible another agency did. 


Ion by uS but 


• -V 7 **. 

."*C-v 


., - j. •, * The Attorney General said the thing that occurred to Mm W ;- % K 

21 that Alsop believes (Lis because he said something over the phone which he V * 
Jj said to nobody else and, therefore, his phone must, have been tapped, but / * 
i ^ / it is possible Alsop talhod on a phone that was tapped and it wins not kls 
v j phene. I said that is pojjlble; that it Is entirely possible these other 
,.... VN Gcvsramant agencies arc tappingphones.. '/A-/■- -.iL’Zl ~ 


c? 


. Toiaon 


The Attorney General said the President tal^fd/^hj^ ft&pit 
that , and he told ths President he was contemplating that no taps be authorized 
by anyone enccyt himself - but he has net discussed this with aUtae*other 
department heaSs - so he would Slave a central control. I told him I 


eoino.t —sccomcieiidcd 41under Tom Clark. He said the President thought 
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He fiirSfeor, sold, if "tint is set up the way fee would 
through me to him. I said I would be 
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glad to do that. He said McNamara is perfectlyagreeable to this and 
iAcNamara thinks it is not possible In Defease without his or Vance's 
approval bat that is sot his (the Attorney General's) impression. I said 
it is not mins. Ho said ho told the President ho had absolutely no question 
about the Bureau in this regard tut could not speak for the ether agencies. 


I staled that, if an asent should get out of lias, he would be 
• fired right away; that they understand that very clearly; iAat when we have 
requests from the field that we turn do^ype. don't even sand them around ■ 
hlm;that wo try to keep them down to 50 dr 60 for the entire country in 
esploi&go and jddeaping cases. He remarked that iddnapinra are very rare. . . 
IespUined that, whore tits life of an isdividuai or the life cs the Nation is 


' a ,- - threatened, I thtsh it w^nsted. I said that three years ago, we 'had about 
. ; ^M%Pffaad now .have gotten it down ioabout 03or so and the field is very ■ 
Iv^i^tejiensitive to the fact that they will act be approved here unless it is some- 
* 5 . Anything very vital; and I think this; Would be the only way to do it, : a- " 


a She Attorney Gene|ai.saidelfOhrTOald-like tO'set up some 

similar procedure on microphone installations; that he really ought to be 


in. this regard, not be told after but foiold prior. I stated 1 am 


■■■fr.Vfy 

i" v . . -AvJ 


perfectly Willing to have feat done; tfaail see ao objection. The Attorney 


; : :;:; AAGGnerai said he dess not think it is rightfc ; J -n responsibility like that on 

AvA Athe^ BureWn if .anything comes oat, :'&s1#i#tae responsibility and so he 

^A^'Xmig&iJust as xidil take the respo-?^.t-:tUtyA' v ; '- l- -A' •/*. - ' 

■* “ * -til * •• * •» . • - fi...» ' .■ • 


I related that there' are four categories: the so-Oalled maii; ; . : .\A a 

AI ^ _ •_ 'K» _A ^ * — Ji j i—U. _ * AsIlXfc J . 1 


. • covers and they have been diacontjrmffiifche so-called trash, covers ; 

have one In Miami on a Cuban who isworkiagior the Castro element; the - 
,, ether two categories are In so-called phcnecoversand in the microphone *?.. 

' ' covers. 1 said v/e still have some microphone covers though not In'large 
Af ' members; that they are largely limited to espionage and Cpsa Nostra activities; 
foil would start right away on the microphones tho way we follow on the 


"*;& * V The Attorney General indicated ho wanted to discuss this with 
3 &&!a detail but not on the phone; that he thought pn the taps we might haye 
'^w^Asa^eystem where the authorisation would oi? lor a specific time, sis months 
««h^U- J cui something;. that as ' it is new ho has c<c idea when they are taken off jd# " X 
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when tlicy continue to go on. I advised him that we re-evaluate each phone 
tap every thirty days; that ! have no objection on re-evaluation to again 
notifying him we would like to continue the tap. He said he was thinking 
of a longer period. I said we could take three months or Six months and 
he said whatever fits in with cur practice. I stated I would be glad to do 
whatever he suggests. 

Very truly yours, 

i £ H. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 








